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Bucking the trend
Belinda Seeney
Jodie Hilton, 36, could have had a
career as a barrel rider. Instead, she
chose to saddle up for a completely
different path.
The bubbly mentor oversees The
New Garde, a co-working fashion
studio in Newstead (right).
“I grew up in the rodeo circuit. My
father was a bull rider, one uncle was a
bull rider and I had another uncle who
was a bareback and bronc rider so I
was heavily immersed in that scene
during my childhood,” she says.
Declaring she “wanted to be a
famous artist someday”, Jodie threw
herself into visual arts, scoring a solo
exhibition in Calgary in her early 20s
before returning to Australia to
pursue a career in visual merchandise
and interior design.
Her attention turned to fashion
when she decided to launch a label,
despite her inexperience.
“I realised very quickly how much

money I would have wasted if I had
just given it a crack,” she says.
The label never eventuated but
her studies and subsequent
internships at fashion magazines and
high-end brands whetted her
creative appetite.
“I had this idea that I had to
move to Sydney or Melbourne to
further my career … but what I
noticed at a lot of the interviews
was the people I was up against
were also from Brisbane,” she says.
“It made me wonder what people
who are anchored here do and how

they champion their brands, how
they make those first steps.”
It spurred her to establish The
New Garde, a shared workspace for
emerging designers and solo
operators to create, connect and
progress their career.
“It’s a complete ecosystem around
the fashion designer so when a
designer walks through the door,
they’ve got access to all of my
contacts and all the people (coworking) here. It’s a way for them to
make a couple of mistakes without
them being fatal to their own brand.”
Jodie recently received a $25,000
Brisbane Arts and Culture
Innovation grant, part of which will
be used to launch The New Garde
fashion label.
Interns will be offered the chance
to create pieces for the “learning
label” while Jodie oversees its
creative direction with plans to
launch the first collection at Brisbane
Fashion Month in October.

C O M M U N I T Y S P I R I T S TA R T S F R O M W I T H I N
At The Clayﬁeld retirement community, we handpick our people, not only on their high level of expertise, but on
their natural inclination to go the extra mile. It’s that dedication to caring and looking out for others that takes our
service to the next level. Christine, the Village Administrator, goes above and beyond to help coordinate everything
from village events to the maintenance team. Her can-do attitude and helpful nature makes her the go-to person if
residents have any questions. Chef Christian creates delicious and nutritious meals for our residents. To him, food
provides a great opportunity for residents to get together and enjoy each other’s company.

Call 13 28 36 to arrange a tour of the village or visit theclayﬁeld.com.au
469 Sandgate Road, Albion, Queensland 4010
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Whoever you meet at The Clayﬁeld, you’ll ﬁnd their role extends beyond providing the best in retirement living.
To us you’re not just a resident, you’re treated like family.

